ATHENIAN GRATITUDE.                    241

was decorous and fit, did well in interring their
great statesman by the element he had loved,
and over which he had given them the mastery.
They had exiled him it is true, but not until
they had allowed him, what probably he chiefly
desired, a sphere for his greatness, and the
means of serving his country.

Ignorant and petulant censors, and some of
a better class, are moved over much by the
petulant and ignorant ingratitude of the people
towards their benefactors. Benefits which have
been felt by the poor at their hearths are com-
monly not forgotten, and are never resented;
for these come home to the individual being,
and of these the motive is seldom open to
tuisoonstruction. Benefits of a larger kind
affect the masses of the people; but as th^e
masses, be they grateful or ungrateful, possess
neither the corporate existence and continuity of
a nation, nor the personal life of an individual,
so they should sustain &n inferior responsi-
bility. A statesman worthy of serving his
country will think that the people* have